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Sear Senior Students and Families, 

As you know, the 2017-2018 FAFSA became available Saturday, October 1
st
.   

A couple of things to do now…. 

 The FAFSA:  

Do your FAFSA online at www.fafsa.gov  

Seniors, please feel free to come to my office if you would like me to finalize the information on your FAFSA. If you need help using the IRS data 

transfer tool entering you parents income tax information  - I will be happy to help you.  

YOUR SAR Student Aid Award Letter 

Your Student Aid Report (SAR) will come to you in the form of an email a few days after you complete and submit your FAFSA. It is important for 

you to follow the link back to the FAFSA website so you can review this very important report. It is here that you are notified if you made mistakes 

on your FAFSA. It is very important that you carefully read your SAR and correct any errors. Errors found on your FAFSA must be corrected or 

they will delay your being awarded financial aid.  

DO NOT assume that everything is OK just because you did your FAFSA. 

 SAMPLE SAR (Student Aid Report) you must read your SAR for mistakes that you must correct. 

If you do not correct these errors, your Financial Aid Award Letter will be delayed. 

  

http://www.fafsa.gov/
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Your Award Letter: 

This will come after you are accepted to a college and submitted an error free FAFSA 

This is so very critical…please do not hesitate to come and ask me to explain your award letter. Before you commit to any college you really 

need to know if the money that you are getting from your college is enough to help you pay for that college. 

 It is important that you know and understand: 

        Total Cost of Attendance (what are the individual costs and are they necessary) 
        What is your EFC (Expected Family contribution. 
        How much did you receive in Grants and Scholarships (Free Money) 
        Were you offered Work Study (a job on campus) 
        How much in loans were you offered (money that you must repay)  

  

Once you understand all of the above, you can then determine if you can cut some of your loans or not. I can help you understand what you are 

receiving as well as potential ideas for negotiating a better award. 
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Your Final Decision: 

Please remember that for most colleges the final decision is required by, May 1
st

.  Once you decide you will have to send in your admissions 

deposit and schedule an orientation at the college. Again if you need help, please come by my office and I will be happy to evaluate your situation. 

Housing Deposits 

If you are planning to live on campus, you will need to put down a housing deposit. Some housing deposits are fully refundable and some are 

partially refundable. Some colleges (most state universities) have an on-campus housing. In a situation like this, you may want to place your 

housing deposit down once you are accepted to that school. If later you should decide to attend another college you can request a refund on your 

deposit money. Sometimes it is better to take a risk like this than later deciding to attend only to find out that there is no housing available for you. 

Notifying Colleges You Decide Not To Attend 

It is a matter of common courtesy to notify colleges if you should decide not to go there. Notifying them that you will not be attending may open up 

slots for other students who may be on a waiting list. A simple letter: 

  

       Dear… 

       This is to inform you that I have decided to pursue my college studies elsewhere. I would like to thank you for the privilege and 

honor of being considered for admission at your institution.  

        Regards, 

 


